


Side Light
CONTOURING AND SHAPING



What Works
SHAPES

TEXTURE

CONTOURS



















How to Capture it

• POLARIZER

• FILL THE FRAME WITH CONTOURED 

ELEMENTS

• LOOK FOR CONTRASTING 

BACKGROUNDS



Backlit
LIGHT THAT GLOWS



What Works
TREES

FLOWERS

WATER AND WAVES















Background Tip

FIND SOMETHING DARK BEHIND THE 

BACKGROUND SUBJECT







What Doesn’t Work

MOUNTAINS

BUILDINGS











How to Capture It

• OVEREXPOSE

• MAKE SURE YOURS LENS SHADE IS ON

• CONSIDER EVEN MORE SHADING (HAT, 

ETC…)

• NANO-COATED LENSES HELP



Diffused Light
SOFT FLAT AND NON-DIRECTIONAL



What Works
WATERFALLS

RIVERS AND STREAMS

FALLS COLORS

FLOWERS





WATERFALLS













Photo Tip
CLOSE UP PHOTOS ARE PERFECT 

FOR THIS TYPE OF LIGHT











How to Capture It

• APERTURE PRIORITY W 

BRACKETING (FOR WATER)

• POLARIZER FOR REFLECTIONS 

AND COLOR BOOST

• IF THERE`S NO WATER, NO NEED 

FOR BRACKETING



Twilight / Blue 

Hour
SUBTLE PASTEL COLORS



What Works
Beach

Water

Trees

Mountains

Cities















Photo Tip

TWILIGHT IS THE PERFECT TIME TO 

PHOTOGRAPHY CITYSCAPES







Twilight and Reflected Light 









How to Capture It

• UNDEREXPOSE FOR COLOR SATURATION



Cloudy, Stormy 

and Blah Light
CAN BE THE MOST SPECTACULAR OF ALL



Or it can totally suck 



What Works

BIG SKIES

TREES AND FOG

BEACHES

CITY STREETS

























Photo Tip

GOOD LIGHT IS… WELL… GOOD

BUT DRAMATIC STORMY LIGHT CAN BE 

SPECTACULAR















Photo Tip

CITY STREETS LOOKS AWESOME AFTER IT RAINS





How to Capture It

• BRACKET LIKE CRAZY IF IT’S STORMY AND 

CHANGING

• IF NOT, JUST REGULAR METERED 

EXPOSURE



Shooting into 

the Sun
ADDS THE ELEMENT OF TIMING TO THE 

PHOTO



What Works

MOUNTAINS

TREES

CLOUDS

ALMOST ANYTHING YOU CAN POSITION 

THE SUN BEHIND











Photo Tip

CLOUDS AND SUN = GOD BEAMS













Photo Tip

POSITION THE SUN NEAR THE EDGE OF 

SOMETHING TO HELP SUBDUE THE SUN-STAR







How to Capture It

• OVEREXPOSE SO EVERYTHING ISN’T A 

SILOUETTE

• USE F/16 OR F/22 TO GET SUN-STAR



Geeky Tip
• The number of spokes of the sun star 

depends on the number of blades in the 

diaphragm of the lens.

• Twice the number of spokes if odd number 

of blades

• Equal to the number of spokes if even 

number of blades

• Actually caused by diffraction or bending 

of light around the intersection of the 

blades



Front Light

MOST COMMON AND ORDINARY OF 

THEM ALL



WHAT WORKS

MOUNTAINS AND HILLS

CITY & ARCHITECTURE













How to Capture It

• IF THERE’S CLOUD AND SUN, BRACKET

• IF NOT, 1 METERED EXPOSURE WILL DO



Good (and 

almost good) 

Light
THOSE TIMES AROUND SUNRISE AND 

SUNSET



















Night and Moon 

Light
STARS AND MOONLIGHT





















How to Capture It

• SET YOU CAMERA TO MANUAL MODE

• SET YOUR APERTURE AS LOW AS IT’LL GO

• SET YOU SHUTTER SPEED TO 15-20 SECONDS

• RAISE YOUR ISO UNTIL YOU GET A WELL 

EXPOSED PHOTO

• ZOOM IN ON LCD TO TWEAK FOCUS



Mid Day

HARDEST OF ALL TO GET GOOD PHOTOS



What Works

CLOUDS

CANYONS

LONG EXPOSURES

LOCATION, LOCATION, LOCATION!!!











Photo Tip

WHAT DO ALL OF THE PREVIOUS IMAGES 

HAVE IN COMMON?

CLOUD EXAMPLE









Golden Hour

THE MAGICAL TIME OF DAY



What Works

EVERYTHING!





























Characterized by low levels of light, lack of shadows, a small and gentle difference between dark and 

bright levels. Usually result of diffused light, clouds, atmosphere.

When does it happen? Depends on the weather and your location.

• ‘Edges’ of the day – just after sunrise and before sunset (commonly referred to ‘Golden Hour’)

• Cloudy or overcast days

Challenges

• Golden Hour considered the best for Landscape

• Pay attention to your shutter speed – low shutter speed will cause blurriness 

SOFT LIGHT



HARD / HARSH LIGHTING

Characterized by strong levels of light, long deep shadows, a big difference between dark and bright 

levels (high dynamic range). Usually result of Direct light

When does it happen? Again it depends on the weather and location.

• Usually mid day about a couple hours after sunrise until one hour before sunset.

• Bright sunny days

Challenges

• Main issue is huge difference between dark and bright areas (contrast)

• Lost of detail in areas that are too bright or too dark



TIME OF DAY

TIME OF DAY CONTAST COLORS DIRECTION OF SUN

Midday Highest Neutral White Near Vertical

Evening & Morning High Slightly Warm Mid to Low

Golden Hour & Sunrise/Sunset Medium Warm to Fiery Near Horizontal

Twilight, Dawn & Dusk Low Cool Pastel Below Horizon







No Such thing as bad light

– just what you make of it!



“EMBRACE LIGHT. ADMIRE IT. LOVE IT. HOWEVER, ABOVE ALL, 
KNOW LIGHT. KNOW IT FOR ALL YOU ARE WORTH, AND 

YOU WILL KNOW THE KEY TO PHOTOGRAPHY”

- George Eastman, founder of Kodak


